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his lay coadjutors. He had never liked them.
They were uneducated, arrogant; they usurped
functions they had no right to ; and if John did
not take great care, they would drive him, or carry
him, out of the fold. " The preachers do not love
the Church of England. When we are gone, a
separation is inevitable." They, on their part, had
no liking for Charles. In 1768 he had come to
live in London, and now that the new chapel had
been built in the City Road and was ousting the
Foundery as the centre of Methodism, he insisted
on preaching there twice every Sunday, to the
exclusion, the excluded ones considered, of better
men than himself. And besides not being so fiery
in preaching as they were, he was most lamentably
allowing his sons to take up careers as musicians
(Charles was sure that this was God's will, but
John knew better), which seemed to involve giving
concerts in his house to the fashionable and the
noble, no doubt excellent people in their way but
devoid of justifying faith. There was a tussle,
which the lay preachers looked upon as one
between themselves and preachers in orders ; but
Wesley upheld his brother.

The crisis, however, was only delayed, and it
soon exploded at Bath. M'Nab, the preacher
Wesley had appointed there, was able to affect
the Bath Society in a most edifying manner ; but
an Irish preacher named Smyth had recently so
impressed Wesley that the latter had ordered him
to preach at Bath every Sunday evening until he